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Creighton University Professor Michael J. Kelly 
will detail the exposition of prosecution and defense theories utilized in war crimes trials 

since the time of Nuremburg.

Retired Israeli Supreme Court Justice Gabriel Bach 
will discuss the prosecution and defense theories used during the trial of Adolf Eichmann 

as well as what the defense or prosecution might have done differently.
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Bringing War Criminals to Justice: 
Reflections on the 50th Anniversary of the Trial of Adolf Eichmann

Professor Michael J. Kelly coordinates the International and Comparative Law Program at Creigh-
ton University School of Law. He is the newly elected president of the U.S. National Chapter of 
L’association International du Droit Pénal, a Paris-based society of international criminal law scholars, 
judges and attorneys founded in 1924 that enjoys consultative status with the United Nations. Profes-
sor Kelly’s research and teaching focuses on the fi elds of international and comparative law and Native 
American law. He is the author and co-author of four books and more than 30 articles and book chapters 

in these areas, and his work is among the top 15% downloaded from the Social Science Research Network (SSRN).

Professor Kelly has presented his views on U.N. Security Council reform to the Academic Council of the U.N. System 
in New York and has consulted with the Kurdish regional parliament in Erbil on drafting their new constitution under 
the federal law of Iraq.  He received his LL.M. in International & Comparative Law from Georgetown University and 
his J.D. and B.A. from Indiana University, where he served as an editor of the Indiana International & Comparative Law 
Review and president of the Student Bar Association. He was an attorney with the Indiana Department of Environmen-
tal Management and, before joining the Creighton faculty in 2001, taught at Michigan State University College of Law.

Ret. Israeli Supreme Court Justice Gabriel Bach was born 1927 in Germany and was edu-
cated in Berlin, Amsterdam and Jerusalem. In 1938, exactly two weeks before Kristallnacht 
(Night of Broken Glass), the Bach family moved to Holland. He was later told by a non-Jewish 
friend that he was the only Jew from his primary school in Holland who survived the Holocaust. 
He studied law in England, and received his LL.B. with honors from University College, Lon-
don. He is a barrister-at-law and was admitted to the bar in 1950 at Lincoln’s Inn, England.  There 
he was awarded the Buchanan prize as best candidate of the year.  He entered the State Attor-
ney’s offi ce in 1953, and was appointed State Attorney in 1969. As State Attorney, he was responsible for all of 
the attorneys representing the state in litigation to which the state was a party—criminal and civil cases alike.

Adolf Eichmann, often referred to as the “architect of the Holocaust,” was the head of the Gestapo and was considered 
an accomplice to all of the 11 million murders committed during the Holocaust. After World War II he went into hiding, 
and was captured in Buenos Aires by the Israeli Mossad in 1960 as part of a covert operation.  He was then transported 
to Israel to be prosecuted in Jerusalem as a war criminal.  Bach was the lead coordinator for the investigation of Eich-
mann’s crimes, acting as the legal advisor to the police bureau and preparing the case for trial.  He served as one of three 
principal prosecutors during the trial of Adolf Eichmann—one of the most signifi cant trials in the annals of justice.
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