Approximately 350 people attended the 2011 Omaha community Holocaust Commemoration which took place on Wednesday, May 4 at Beth Israel Synagogue. Sixteen local survivors were present to light candles in memory of the six million Jews who lost their lives during the Holocaust. Also in attendance was guest speaker and survivor of the Buchenwald concentration camp, Robbie Waisman.
Mr. Waisman’s address was his second of three speaking engagements while  in Omaha. Earlier on Wednesday, he provided his testimony to 250 students, educators and parents at the Durham Western Heritage Museum, speaking of his time in the camp, his liberation and his life afterward. The movie, The Boys of Buchenwald, preceded Mr. Waisman’s talk at the Durham. The Boys of Buchenwald tells the story of several child survivors of the Buchenwald camp. In addition, Mr. Waisman also showed an exceptionally powerful short film about his relationship with the U.S. soldier who liberated him, Leon Bass. This lecture was made possible by the Jewish Federation, the Durham Western Heritage Museum and the Marsha and Milton Kleinberg Fund.  Mr. Waisman also spoke to the junior and senior students of English teacher, Jennifer Stastny, at Central High School the following day. A copy of the video will be available at the Kripke Library after May 27.
Omaha Hebrew Chai School students had a unique opportunity to share time with survivors during a deli-dinner which preceded the commemoration ceremony. Students sat with survivors in a roundtable setting, listened to testimony and asking questions of their guests.
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